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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

SjD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits, is 
closed In accordance with the practice under Ex par^e Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)K Claim(s)i:5 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) n Claim(s) 

6) K Oam(s) 1:8 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)0 Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

Is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)K The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOjD The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ajD approved bjD disapproved. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)n All bjD Some* cjO None of : 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ^ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)0 Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(G) 

1 5) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-8921 



Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 61 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-9481 1 9) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

1 7) ^ Information Disclosure Statementis) (PTO-1 449) Paper Nojs) ^"^ ^ ^ 20) O Other: 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

1. A copy of "IBIP Host Specification" listed in the paper no. 8 is incomplete. Thus, the 
information referred to therein have not been considered as to the merits. However, U.S. 
patents cited in the specification have been considered and included PTO FORM 892 (Paper 
No. 9). 

Specification 

2. This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Page 5, line 6, "5,454,3,038'* cannot be understood. 

• Page 19, line 9, should "3" be --30-? 

Applicant is advised to carefully review the entire specification for further needed 
corrections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
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has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kara (US PAT. 
5,822,739). 

Kara discloses a method for evidencing postage on a mailpiece comprising the steps of: 
receiving at a data center postal information relating to a mailpiece, said postal 
information including recipient address information for the mailpiece (col 6, lines 34-38; col. 8, 
lines 24-29); 

generating a digital token for the mailpiece, said digital token including encrypted 
information for the mailpiece based on said recipient address information (col. 8, lines 24-29; col. 
14, lines 25-67); 

creating a transaction record, said transaction record including the digital the token and 
the postal information (col. 14, lines 29-36); 

signing the transaction record (col. 14, lines 30-36; i.e., a transaction record having "a 
unique transaction identifier"); 

storing the transaction record in a database (col. 14, lines 12-24); and 

performing value added services using the transaction record (col. 14, lines 39-41). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Kara. 

Kara discloses a system for dispensing postage value, comprising: 

a data center (col. 3, lines 64-67) communicatively coupled to a plurality of remote 
processors, said remote processors initiating requests to the data center for dispensing postage 
value to be printed by a printer controlled by the remote processor (col. 3, lines 7-15; col. 7, lines 
37-41), the data center comprising: 

means for (see 103 in FIG.l) communicating with the remote processors, said 
communicating means receiving said requests for dispensing postage value (see 303 in FIG. 3); 

means coupled to the communicating means for storing data records, said data records 
including user account information and meter account information associated with a plurality of 
users of user's accessing the data center through said remote processors (col. 14, lines 12-24); 
and 

means coupled to the communicating means and the storing means for metering using said 
user account information and said meter account information (col. 14, lines 12-24). 
Thus, Kara does not explicitly disclose means coupled to the conmiunicating means, the storing 
means and the metering means for performing administrative functions within the data center. 
However, the disclosure of Kara using means for conmiunicating, means for storing data record. 



• 



Application/Control Number: 09/242,210 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2161 



and means for metering implies that the Meter program of Kara either may have or would 
inherently have means for performing administrative functions coupled to the communicating 
means, the storing means and the metering means. The Examiner is not in a position to make 
either a conclusion of "inherently/anticipation" or "obviousness" since the record does not allow 
one to determine if and how the claimed subject matter differs from the prior art. Accordingly, the 
burden shifts to applicant to provide evidence that the prior art would neither anticipate nor 
render obvious the claimed invention. In re Best 195 USPQ 430,433 (CCPA 1977) 
8. Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kara. 

Re claim 3: Kara does not explicitly disclose that the communicating means includes a 
communication server, the storage means includes a database server, the means for performing 
administrative functions includes a function server, and said metering means includes a secure 
meter box. However, it is well known in the art to employ servers (i.e., software programs, data 
storage server, and a secure meter box) for a computer system to facilitate the fimction of the 
system and it would have been within the level of ordinary skill in the art to employ the claimed 
servers and box to the system of Kara to facilitate the flinction of the system and to prevent 
fraudulent usage of the system. 

Re claim 4: Kara does not explicitly disclose that each user has at least one meter 
account, each said meter account being assigned to one of the users accessing the data center. 
However, it is well known in the art to employ one meter account, each said meter account being 
assigned to one of the users accessing the data center for a postage system to facilitate the billing 
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process and it would have been within the level of ordinary skill in the art to employ the meter to 
the system of Kara to facilitate the billing process. 

Re claim 5: Kara does not explicitly disclose said secure meter box and said function 
server control the dispensing of postage value from each said meter account. However, Kara 
discloses that the Meter program controls the dispensing of postage value and it would have been 
within the level of ordinary skill in the art to use any server or servers as desired and secure meter 
box as desired to prevent fraudulent use of the system. 

Re claim 6: Kara does not explicitly disclose that said administrative functions include 
creating and signing transaction records which are stored at said database server, each of said 
records corresponding to each postage dispensing transaction. However, Kara discloses that the 
Meter program creates and signs transaction records which are stored at said database server (col. 
14, lines 12-54). Thus, it would have been within the level of ordinary skill in the art to use any 
server or servers to create and sign transaction records which are stored at said database server 
including the administrative server as desired. Further, each of said records must correspond to 
each postage dispensing transaction to keep track of available postage credit in the storage server. 

Re claim 7: Kara does not explicitly disclose that said function server provides value 
added services, said value-added services including on-line rating, special mail services, address 
cleansing and postal coding services. However, Kara states that the Meter program can determine 
the amount of postage by utilizing information within the demand (col. 13, lines 58-60) and 
validates the correct address (col. 8, lines 25-29). Further, special mail services, address cleansing 
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and postal coding services are well-known services provided by a postal system and it would have 

been within the level of ordinary skill in the art to provide these well-known services by using any 

desirable servers including the function server to facilitate the function of the claimed system. 

Re claim 8: Kara does not explicitly disclose that said administrative functions include 

performing on-line track of all postal transaction processed by the data center. However, Kara 

discloses that the Meter program performs on-line track of all postal transaction processed by the 

data center (see FIG. 3) and it would have been within the level of ordinary skill in the art to 

employ any server in the Meter program including the administrative function server as desired. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hyung S. Sough whose telephone number is (703) 308-0505, 
The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, The Examiner's 
Supervisor, James P. Trammell, can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. The Group Fax 
numbers are (703) 746-7238 for After-final, (703) 746-7239 for Official, and (703) 746-7240 
for Non-Official/Draft. 
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